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Art. XXVITI,— Medico-Chirnrgical Transactions. Published by the Royal 

Medical and Chirurgical Society of London. Second series, volume the 

thirtieth. 8vo. pp. 340. London : 1805. 

This volume contains twenty original communications, ten plates, and four 
wood-cuts. The numbers of this Journal for the past year contain abstracts of 
ten of the papers, and we shall now devote attention mainly to the others. 

I. Remarkable Instance of a Growth springing from the Epiglottis, which 
was Successful!i/ Removed with the Aid of the Laryngoscope, by Georoe 
Duncan Gibb, M. D. —The case here recorded is of great practical interest and 
value. It shows how swallowing may be affected by causes wholly distinct from 
those at first suspected; and how much relief can be afforded by knowledge 
and skill under apparently most urgent circumstances. 

This ease is that of a lady, sixty years of age, who had difficulty in swallowing 
for two years. Dysphagia was complete with fluids, but she could swallow a 
little farinaceous food, such as milk and arrowroot, and a little soft bread or an 
egg. She had no dyspnoea except when she lay on her back in bed at night; 
then she coughed and expectorated during the whole night; the expectoration 
being mucous and frothy, sometimes mixed with blood. It was difficult, if not 
impossible, to pass a bougie. This condition was supposed to be owing to malig¬ 
nant contraction of the oesophagus. By a careful examination, in which the 
laryngoscope was of considerable service. Dr. Gibb satisfied himself that all the 
symptoms were owing- to a tumour that grew from the lingual surface of the epi¬ 
glottis. When this was removed, which was readily done by an ecraseiir. and 
tenderness of the raw surface had subsided, the dysphagia disappeared, and a 
bougie passed without obstruction or difficulty. 

The tumour, which was composed mainly of connective tissue, returned locally 
at the expiration of nine months, and was removed as before, with the same 
result. A microscopical examination made at this time determined the growth 
to be an epithelial cancer. 

II. On Vascular Protrusions of the Eyeball, by Thomas Nunnf.ley. —In the 
XLII. volume of the Transactions , Mr. Nunneley published a paper entitled, 
“An Account of Four Gases of Aneurism of, or within the Orbit.” lie now 
believes that in the great majority of similar eases the aneurism is within the 
cranium and not in the orbit. He believes, further, that the prominent symp¬ 
toms are not essentially dependent upon an aneurism, either true or false, whether 
in the orbit or in the cranium, as a primary or secondary cause, but are, so to speak, 
secondary to it; indeed, that they may arise from other and varied causes which 
produced post-ocular pressure upon the ophthalmic veins. For this reason, as 
more in accordance with the pathology of the affection, he now uses the name 
of “Vascular Protrusion of the Eyeball." 

In the present communication Mr. Nunneley gives the history of three cases, 
and of the appearances of the parts in the two post-mortem examinations, and 
adds some observations upon the nature of the affection. 

In an appendix to this paper, Mr. Nunneley discusses the value of the objec¬ 
tions raised by Dr. T. G. Morton, in his paper on “Orbital Aneurisms,” in the 
April number of this journal for 18G5, to the seat of the disease in these cases 
being post, rather than intra-orbital. 

III. Cases of Ulcer of the Lower Portion of the Ileum Communicating with 
the Bladder, by John Mo hoax. —'Phis ease derives its interest from its rarity. 
The patient, a man of sixty years of age. after presenting the symptoms of a 
tumour in the left iliac fossa for some thirteen months, passed flatus through 
the urethra and had intolerable pain in the bladder. He afterwards passed some 
feculent matter with a large quantity of mucus. The quantity of feces passed 
per anum gradually increased ; the bladder by degrees becoming accustomed to 
the novel character of its contents, ceased to pass mucus in such abundance. 
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He lived in this way for seven months, for the last three of which all the feces 
passed through the urethra. At the post-mortem examination the terminal por¬ 
tion of the ileum was found adherent to the bladder and communicating with 
it directly through an ulcer the size of a sixpence. The other portions of the 
intestinal tube were perfectly healthy. The bladder was much contracted, with 
its coats thickened. 

IT. Remarks upon Osteo-Myelitis consequent on Gunshot-Wounds of the 
Upper and Lower Extremities, and especially upon the Treatment of Stumps 
affected with Osteo-Myelitis after Amputation necessitated by such Injuries, 
by Thomas Longmore.— A full abstract of this excellent paper is published in 
the July number of this Journal for the past year. The original communication 
is accompanied by two plates, containing nine figures, representing abnormal 
appearances in various long bones affected by osteo-myelitis. 

V. Case of Aneurism by Anastomosis of the Scalp, Treated Successfully by 
Ligature of the Common Carotid and Setons, by George Soctham. —An abstract 
of this paper is published in the July number of this Journal for the past year. 

VI. Congenital Hydronephrosis in a Boy Four Years Old; Repeatedly 
Tapped; Recovery; by Thomas Hillier. M.l ).—This paper contains the history 
of a case where there was great distension of (he abdomen from a cyst that was 
finally observed to communicate at times, with the right kidney. The patient 
was at first treated with diuretics and purgatives, front the erroneous belief that 
the distending Huid was contained in the peritoneal cavity. No benefit result¬ 
ing, and locomotion aud respiration being seriously interfered with, a trocar was 
introduced aud a hundred and two ounces of a clear yellowish fluid were drawn 
off. This fluid had all the characters of dilute urine. This tapping was repeated 
and the canula of the trocar was left in the orifice so that Ihe fluid could not 
collect. As much as two quarts would at times come away in the course of 
twenty-four hours. At the time of reporting the history of the case, the orifice 
was closed, and the child’s health was pretty good. 

.'VII. On the Solvent. Treatment of Urinary Calculi; an Experimental and 
ClinicL t j Inquiry, by Wiu.iam Roberts. M. D. Communicated by Henry Bence 
Jones. M.: p.—An abstract of this very interesting paper is published in.tj'” 
July number 0 f this Journal, for the past year. The rules laid down f/ carry¬ 
ing out the soh .-out treatment, which are given more in exteso m the paper, 
are well worthy of stiiuplv. 

I he conclusions to be fan;.'v drawn from thexpenments of Dr. Roberts and 
from the observations of others, are— 

1st. 1 hat phosphatic calculi are insusceptible to the action of alkaline sol- 
tents, but that they oiler an encouraging prospect for the use of acid injections 
into the bladder. 

id. I hat oxalate of lime calculi are practically insusceptible to acid and alka¬ 
line solvents. 

3d. That uric acid calculi cannot be successfully treated by alkaline solvents 
used as injections into the bladder, but may be by the proper use of alkalies taken 
internally. 

A plate is attached to this paper with three figures, representing a stone com¬ 
posed ot uric acid and oxalate of lime, removed by cutting after thirty-four days 
of treatment bv alkalies. The solvent action of alkalized urine upon the parts 
composed of uric acid is very evident. 

VHI. On Delirium, or Acute Insanity during the Decline of Acute Dis¬ 
eases, especially the Delirium of Collapse, by Herman Weber, M. D — A short 
abstract of this paper is published in the July number of this Journal for the 
past year. Several cases similar to those here recorded have fallen under our 
observation, and from the difficulty we had ourselves in their management we 
would call particular attention to the treatment employed by Dr. Weber, from 
its being so eminently successful. It consisted chiefly in the very free use of 
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opiates, as much as one-third of a grain of morphia being given every two hours, 
regularly, until sleep was produced. 

IX, On Intermittent Hcematnria, with Remarks upon its Pathology and 
Treatment, by Geokoe IIari.ev, M. D. — This paper contains the histories of two 
cases where the contents of blood corpuscles, together with granular tube-casts, 
were passed in the urine at certain times. The haunaturia was transient and 
periodic. One of the patients had been subject to intermittent fever, so that the 
disease could be distinctly traced to malarial poisoning. Both cases were cured 
by mercurials, given to relieve intense congestion of the chylo-poietic viscera, 
upon which the disease was supposed to depend, and quinia. The microscopical 
appearances of the urine arc represented by two wood-cuts, displaying nucleated 
epithelium, large granular corpuscles, mucus-cells, granular tube-casts, free 
liiematin, and urates, but no blood-corpuscles. 

X. Notes of Four Cases of Intermittent Hematuria, by William H. Dick¬ 
inson. M. D.—In the cases recorded in this paper, the effect of treatment is not 
so satisfactory as in those related in the preceding. The same remedies appear 
to have been administered, but they may not have been given under the same 
circumstances, or in the same manner as regards the time and the dose. 

We have several times seen, in cases of malarial poisoning, the urine to re¬ 
semble porter, from the presence of the contents of the blood-corpuscles. In¬ 
deed, our attention was first called to the matter from having suffered in this 
way ourselves, while subject to chills of great severity. The phenomenon is to 
be explained, we think, by the discoveries made by M. Claude Bernard in regard 
to the manner in which a turgid condition of the hepatic vena porta; acts upon 
the renal circulation. When the vessels of the liver are too full of blood, the 
contents of the portal veins flow into the inferior vena cava through anasto¬ 
motic veins, first discovered by this physiologist, without passing through the 
liver; the vena cava being full of blood, there is a reflux into the veins of the 
kidney, and the urinary secretion is affected. In a severe chill of ague it is easy 
to believe that the urine may contain blood. 

It may be worth while to notice on this occasion how this peculiarity of the 
portal circulation enables us to understand why the thoracic duct runs so curL-qus 
a course, emptying itself into the left subclavian vein, instead of simply o opening _ 
afilhe inferior vena cava. The chyle is thus not carried to the kidr -*eys, but 18 
mixed the blood before it reaches those organs. 

XI. Supplement to' Paper entitled “ Further Observations on the Structure 

and Treatment of Uterine Polyp’! published in V olume XL 1 1 • of the Medico- 
Chirunjic.al Transactions, by Rohei: I ,f’ .s, M. D. — The number of this Journal 
for April, 18(>2, contains a review of the volume of Transactions m which Dr. 
Lee's paper on the Structure and Treatment of Uterine Polypi was published. 
In that paper Dr. Lee claimed extraordinary success in the treatment ot these 
growths; of the fifty cases under his care, in all of which he had removed the 
polvpus by operation, not one patient had died. This is attributed by Dr. Lee 
to his mode of operating; a ligature is applied to the root of the growth, and 
the greatest attention paid to preventing infection of the system trom the 
sloughing that follows. , 

In this supplement fifteen more cases are related, all of them successful. 
They are tabulated, so as to be easily consulted. 

XII. On Amputation of the Leg by a Long Rectangular Flap from the Calf , 
bv Henry Lee.— An abstract of this paper is published in the number ot this 
Journal for July, 1865. The operation here described by Mr. Lee. and which 
he has practised with success, combines the advantages of both the operations 
recommended by Hey and by Teale; there is a thick flap from the back ot the 
leg, and large nerves are left out of the extremity of the stump. 

XIII. An Account of a Case in which a Sixpence was lodged in the, Larynx 
during Ten Weeks, by J. Burdon Sanderson, M. D., and John Whitaker 



1866.] 


Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. 


203 


Hui.ke. —An abstract of this paper, together with some remarks marie on the 
occasion of its reading before the Society, is published in the number of this 
Journal for October of last year. 

XIV. On a Case, of the “ Haemorrhagic Diathesis by W. Morbakt Baker. 
■—An abstract of this paper is published in the October number of this Journal 
for 18G5. 

XV. A Second Series of Fifty Cases of Ovariotomy ; with Remarks on the 
Selection of Cases for the Operation, by T. Spencer Wei.ls. —An abstract of 
this paper is published in the October number of this Journal for the past year. 

XVI. On the Obstacles to the Re-establishment of Natural Respiration after 
the Performance of Tracheotomy. Cases, with Remarks, by Thomas Smith. — 
In this paper Mr. Smith, who is an assistant surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hos¬ 
pital. and to the Hospital for Sick Children, calls attention to certain obstacles 
occasionally met with to the re-establishment of natural respiration after trache¬ 
otomy. and which are the consequences of the operation. He does not concern 
himself with those cases where the cause of obstruction that may have neces¬ 
sitated the opening of the trachea persists after the operation. 

From a consideration of the cases related by Mr. Smith, it appears that 
natural respiration after tracheotomy cannot be re-established, from the growth 
of granulations above and around the canula, narrowing or completely oblite¬ 
rating the passages through the larynx; from impairment or complete loss of 
the functions of the muscles of the larynx which regulate the admission or 
exclusion of air through the rima glottidis, and from adhesion of the opposed 
surfaces of the vocal cords. 1 

To avoid these contingencies Mr. Smith recommends the employment of an 
India-rubber flap, attached to the canula by a plug-shaped extremity. This flap, 
while it allows the air to pass freely through the canula in inspiration, obliges 
all air leaving the cavity of the chest to pass through the larynx. An instru¬ 
ment to fulfil the same end was invented by Luer, of Paris, but it is costly and 
heavy, and requires a special canula for its adaptation. 

XVII. The Application of Sutures to Done in Recent Gunshot Fractures, 
with Cases; and Remarks on their Similar Use in some other Fractures a,nd 
Operations, by Benjamin Howard. M.D., Fellow of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, New York; late Assistant Surgeon, Regular Forces, United 
States Army. Communicated by John Birkett.—The author describes an ope¬ 
ration by which the fractured ends of long bones are to be kept quiet, in appo¬ 
sition, when transportation of the patient is necessary in gunshot fractures. It 
is suggested also to practise it in certain other cases where there is great 
displacement in compound fracture. It would appear to be an operation of 
great value in properly selected cases; what these are we shall take occasion to 
discuss more fully on another occasion. 

XVIII. On the Pathology of Tetanus, illustrated by Cases and Drawings, 
by J. Lockhart Clarke. Communicated by Dr. Radcliffe.—An abstract of 
this paper is published in the number of this Journal for last October. It is 
illustrated by a plate containing four figures representing morbid appearances 
in the spinal cord. 

XIX. On Morbid Changes in the Stomach and Intestinal Villi, present in 
Persons who have Died of Cancer, by Samuel Fenwick, M. I).—This paper, of 
which an abstract was published iu the number of this Journal for last October, 
is but the beginning, we venture to say, of others, that will show that cancer, as 
tubercle, is but a local manifestation that originates in an error of general 
nutrition. It is illustrated by two handsomely-executed plates. 


1 This should always be spelled chords; they are strings of a musical instrument. 
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XX. Fibroid Degeneration of the Lungs, by Henry S. Sutto.v. Communi¬ 
cated by Dr. Barlow.—This paper is well worthy of attentive study, particularly 
by those interested in the study of morbid anatomy. Cases of the kind described 
by Mr. Sutton are usually considered under the head of " phthisis,” which is, we 
think, an error. This paper is illustrated by four very handsomely executed 
plates, two of which are coloured. W. If. A. 


Art. XXIX. — Transactions of the Obstetrical Society of London. Yol. VII., 
for the year 1805. 8vo. pp. 330. London, I80G. 

Tiie first paper in the present volume of Obstetrical Transactions is an 
account, by Dr. IV. S. Playfair, of a ease of extra-uterine fetation. The 
female in whom it occurred was 26 years of age, married, and the mother of 
two children. She dated her pregnancy from February, 1802 ; from which time 
she suffered much from pain and debility until September, 1863, when she died 
from pure exhaustion. Examination after death rendered it probable that the 
case was one of ovario-tubul fetation. It was also clear that the fetus had 
lived up to the end of the natural period of gestation—the bones being those of 
a full-grown fetus. The soft structures of the fetus were so completely trans¬ 
formed into a yellowish, greasy-looking mass of uniform consistence, into the 
midst of which portions of the fetal bones were imbedded, that none of them 
could be made out, except the cranial contents, which probably escaped altera¬ 
tion by being shut off from the surrounding parts by the bones of the skull. 

As regards the treatment of the present case, says Dr. Playfair, it is impos¬ 
sible to decide whether any operative measures would have afforded the patient 
a chance of recovery. The balance of evidence, he remarks, is clearly against 
the performance of gastrotomy in these cases until nature indicates the route 
she is likely to take in the extrusion of the fetus, then the aperture formed m 
the abdominal parietes may be eulargcd with comparative safety, so as to admit 
of the removal of the fetus. 

The volume presents the histories of two other cases of extra-uterine fetation. 
Of one of these, by l)r. J. B. Hicks, an abstract will be found in the Quarterly 
Summary of this Journal for January, 1866. The other is related by E. Bucket 
Truman. It occurred in a woman. 32 years of age, the mother of four children, 
of which the eldest was 12 and the youngest 7 years old, Death occurred sud¬ 
denly, without apparently the nature of tlie case having been suspected. Upon a 
post-mortem examination, a quantity of sanguineous serum escaped from the 
abdominal cavity, while in the latter, extending halfway between the umbilicus 
and pubes centrally, and from the level of the umbilicus in each flank to the 
pelvis, was found a mass of coagulated blood, filling up the false and true 
pelves. The bladder was empty; the uterus was enlarged about two diameters 
in each direction. It was pushed to the left side by a mass, the size of a large 
orange, placed on a slightly posterior plane to that of the uterus, and reaching 
to as high a level. On its upper surface was the opening of a small vein, from 
which blood could be made to issue. The mass was attached at its under sur¬ 
face to the pelvis by recently formed adhesions. On opening the mass, its walls 
were found to be of varying thickness, being at the thickest part three-eighths of 
an inch. To the entire inner surface was attached a placenta, much thicker at its 
upper part than elsewhere. A section at this part showed externally a large corpus 
luteurn surrounded by a pinkish stroma; within this was a thin layer of a fibrous 
character, and between this layer and the placenta was a mass of blood coagula. 
Another part of the walls of the tumour was formed of the wall of the Fallopian 
tube, hypertrophied, with sinuses within, as in the walls of the uterus ; there was 
also deposits of hardened coagula amidst the villi imbedding them. At certain 
parts, cavities like sinuses were formed, including bunches of villi. On exami¬ 
nation under the microscope, however, they were found not to be sinuses; the 
tissue around them was merely fibrillated blood; no muscular wall tissue could 



